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OFFICE OF ACQUISITIONS
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER: N02CM07003-65

Amendment No.: 1

Date of Issuance: April 13, 2010

The above numbered Request For Proposal (RFP) is amended as set forth below. The hour and date specified for
receipt of Offers remains unchanged.

Offerors MUST acknowledge receipt of the amendment prior to the hour and the date specified in the solicitation or
as amended, by separate letter, telegram, or Electronic Mail which includes a reference to the RFP and Amendment
number(s). For your convenience, the Proposal Intent Response Form is provided in SECTION J - List of Attachments
of this RFP, for this purpose.

FAILURE OF YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO BE RECEIVED AT THE PLACE DESIGNATED FOR THE RECEIPT
OF OFFERS PRIOR TO THE HOUR AND DATE SPECIFIED MAY RESULT IN REJECTION OF YOUR OFFER.

This Amendment revises the RFP as stated below:

A. Sections H.9. and L.b.6. (Information Security) is hereby revised to incorporate Information Type, Security
Categories and Levels, and Position Sensitivity Designations as follows:

a.  Information Type

Administrative, Management and Support Information:  C.3.4.2. Inventory Control Type

b.  Security Categories and Levels

Confidentiality Level - Low

Integrity Level           - Low

Availability Level       - Low

Overall Level            - Low

c.  Position Sensitivity Designations

Level 1:  Non Sensitive (Requires Suitability Determination with an NACI). Contractor employees assigned
to a Level 1 position are subject to a National Agency Check and Inquiry Investigation (NACI).

B.  The following are the Government's response to questions received with regards to this Request for Proposal.

1. Must the PI have 10 years of repository experience [p 45; (1) Principal Investigator]; I have a PhD in
biochemistry and experience with biological reagents, regulations pertaining to chemicals and biological
reagents, but limited experience with managing a repository.

I have a colleague who has over 20 years of repository experience including work with the NCI but she doesn't
have a PhD.

ANSWER: Yes, in accordance with Section L.b.3. (1) b. and Section V. (Personnel) of the Statement of
Work, the Principal Investigator/Project Director (PI/PD) shall have at least ten (10) years experience in the
management of a repository operation on the magnitude of this requirement. The PI/PD shall have a PhD in
biology, chemistry or related field.

2. Will there be reagents that are stored under FDA for cGMP and some that are store as non cGMP? (p 5;
Article B.4., Advance Understanding)
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ANSWER: The bulk of reagents are stored non cGMP but the capacity to store cGMP material is required per
RFP. Current cGMP capacity is one cGMP freezer each for -80°, -20° to-40° and 40.

3. How many freezers will be government-owned and Contractor-owned? (p 46 "12 government-owned and
contractor-owned freezer refrigerators. . . "

ANSWER: The Government Furnished Equipment is included under Attachment 4 of the RFP; all other
equipment shall be provided by the offeror.

4. What temperature are the freezer refrigerators? Are these the refrigerators with the freezers above?

ANSWER: The required temperatures are specified in the RFP.

5. Has the government planned for any potential growth percentage (increased number of ship outs or number of
incoming shipments)?

ANSWER: No.

6. Page 19 - Article H.9. INFORMATION SECURITY - the required security levels is not indicated, are specific
confidentiality, integrity and availability security levels required? If so, what are the levels? Also, are there
position sensitivity designations required for this solicitation? If so, please provide.

ANSWER: This was an oversight, the INFORMATION SECURITY requirements will be defined in this
amendment to the Request for Proposal.

7. Page 46 - INTRODUCTIONS TO OFFERORS a. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS section b. TECHNICAL
PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS under section c. Facilities and Equipment there is a section (a) that references "…
one 40C walk-in." These questions relate to this statement and Attachment 4 - GOVERNMENT FURNISHED
PROPERTY.

a. Please confirm the temperature of the 40C walk-in? -40°C? or +40°C?

ANSWER: -40°C

b. What are the dimensions of the current 40C walk-in?

ANSWER: The walk-in is shared space and will be provided by the successful offeror.

c. Will a 40C walk-in be required at the intended Biospecimen repository facility?

ANSWER: Yes.

d. The existing Attachment 4 is not consistent with equipment references throughout the RFP; do you have an
updated equipment list available?

ANSWER: Attachment 4 is the correct listing of Government Furnished Equipment.

e. Will the contractor be provided with equipment maintenance history on the government supplied equipment
(freezers, LN tanks, refrigerators?) If yes, will the history be provided prior to the award so if necessary,
additional preventive maintenance funds can be allocated to support older equipment that may require additional
maintenance?

ANSWER: Preventive maintenance is performed 2 times a year (July and January). Temperature probes are
recertified once a year.

8. Does the government have a standard protocol in place for relocating government furnished property? If so,
will the contractor be provided a copy to be used as a guideline for planning and budgeting?

ANSWER: No.

9. Would it be acceptable to use the contractor's own storage devices during the relocation process as an effort
to maintain the stability of the inventory while the government furnished equipment is relocated and stabilized
and a NIST validation completed prior to accepting government inventory?



RFP Number : N02CM07003-65
Amendment 1

- 3 -

ANSWER: yes.

10. At what point will the contractor have access to the current inventory? Pre-award or post-award? Will an
electronic copy be available to use to validate the inventory as it is received? If yes, what file format?

ANSWER: An electronic copy of inventory will be available post-award; file format is unknown.

11. How did the government develop the estimated number of outgoing and incoming shipments? Will contractor
have access to previous years shipping history for reference and planning purposes?

ANSWER: The Government used current level of activity in estimating the number of shipments. No, the
contractor will not be provided prior shipping history; for planning purposes, the offerors should use what was
estimated in the RFP.

12. Attachment 4 - Government Furnished Property, lists 9 items, the RFP mentions 12 items.

ANSWER: Attachment 4 is correct, the RFP will be revised in the resulting contract.

13. Attachment 4 - There is no mention of a walk-in freezer, please clarify.

ANSWER: Attachment 4 includes a list of Government Furnished Property (GFE); contractor will be required to
provide a walk in freezer at 4°C

14. Attachment 4 - Item 5 - Cryomed Liquid N2 Tank; the RFP mentions two (2) Liquid N2 Tanks, the inventory
list does not have a quantity next to the item number, what is the actual number of LN tanks?

ANSWER: The Government will be providing one (1) LN tank.

15. Attachment 4 - Items 7 - Recorder:

a. What type of recorder?

ANSWER: Temperature recorder

b. How many recorders will be provided?

ANSWER: The Government will provide one (1) recorder.

c. Will a government furnished temperature recorder be provided for each storage unit?

ANSWER: See response to 15.b. above.

d. Are the government furnished recorders programmable to be configured to an alarm system or are they just
for temperature recording?

ANSWER: All units are connected to a central alarm system

e. Will additional computer related equipment be required to read the recording? If so, will the government
furnish the required recorder reading equipment?

ANSWER: The successful offeror will be required to provide any necessary computers and any additional
equipment not provided under Attachment 4.

16. Is it acceptable to propose GSA pricing for only storage if we can demonstrate a benefit to the government?

ANSWER: Offerors must propose on the SOW as currently written, RFP, Page 39, Item 5, Alternate Proposals,
permits the submission of alternate proposal which deviate from the requirements; provided that the offeror also
submits a proposal for performance of the work specified in the statement of work.

17. The tables defining level of effort on pages 13 and 36 are slightly different. Which table should we follow?

ANSWER: Both tables show the total estimated annual level of effort, the difference between the two tables
is that the table on page 13 combines Administrative Support and Other Support into one category entitled
Support.
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18. Item IV.2 on page 1 of the Statement of Work states that all freezers should be dedicated to the Biological
Research Branch (BRB) materials. Does this apply to both Reach-in and Walk-in units?

ANSWER: Walk-in units can be shared.

19. Item 5 of page 2 of the Statement of Work states that storage units should be temperature-mapped annually,
but only with the written approval of the COTR. Temperature mapping takes about 48 hours of a technician's
time, and mapping of all BRB units would require more than 500 hours annually, which would consume too many
of the allotted hours. Can temperature mapping be priced as an optional add-on service at the request of the
COTR/PO?

ANSWER: Yes.

20. Is a small business required to comply with Cost Accounting Standards (CAS)?

ANSWER: No, small businesses are exempt from CAS requirements.

21. Regarding transfer of NIH inventory data: What will be the format of the data and what are the expectations
for compatibility with the inventory of the Contract?

ANSWER: The current format of the data is unknown.

22. Will investigators/contractors requesting the reagents require (web) access to the Contractor's inventory
system to view or request samples?

ANSWER: No.

23. RFP Page 45: Section 3(a): Statement mentions providing a floor plan for the government-owned units
including "one 40C walk-in." Please clarify statement whether this type of walk-in is required and if Attachment
should be updated.

ANSWER: This should be a -40° C walk-in.

24. RFP Page 1: Section IV (2): Confirm correct room temperature expected to be maintained. Statement
mentions 72C +/- 4F.

ANSWER: That is the requirement.

25. RFP IV (20): Confirm whether the reference for Attachment 21 should be Attachment 4.

ANSWER: That is correct; the document linked to Attachment 21 in the RFP is actually Attachment 4.

26. Over each Option Period, how much growth/expansion is expected for the repository? Per each storage
condition?

ANSWER: None is anticipated.

 

 


